COMMITTEE ON FINANCE AND PLANNING STATUS REPORT ON THE
FINANCE BILL, 2019.

Mr. Speaker,

Part IV of the Public Finance Management Act, 2012 outlines the County Government
Responsibilities with respect to the management and control of public finance. As guided
by Section 133 of this Act and the Standing Orders, the County Governments are required
under this section to approve a Finance Bill within a period of ninety days after passing

the Appropriation Bill.

In adherence to the above provisions, the County Executive Committee Member, County
Treasury published the Kitui County Finance Bill, 2019 on 7" January, 2020 and submitted

it to the County Assembly on 27 January, 2020 for consideration and approval.

Mr. Speaker,

Standing Order 110 on the introduction of Bills to the Assembly in sub section (6) provides
that;

“A Bill shall be signed by the Member in charge of it and shall be introduced by way of
First Reading in accordance with Standing Order 119 (First Reading of Bills)".

Mr. Speaker,

In adherence to the above provisions, the Kitui County Finance Bill, 2019 was read a first
time during a sitting held on 25" February, 2020 in the afternoon sitting. Subsequently the
Bill was committed to the Committee on Finance and Planning pursuant to the provisions
of Standing Order 217 for consideration, public participation, preparation and presentation

of a committee report before the House.
Mr. Speaker,

The County Assembly Standing Orders 120 (3) provides that the Committee to which a
Bill is committed has the responsibility to facilitate public participation to collect public
views and recommendations when making a report to the County Assembly. As a result

therefore, the committee came up with a program to allow the residents of the entire



County have an opportunity to air their views on the Bill. A public participation program
therefore was developed to cover the whole County by Sub Counties sharing the centers
as can be seen Annexed hereto (Annex 1). This program was also uploaded onto the Kitui

County Assembly website and also advertised in the electronic and print media.

However, Mr. Speaker the scheduled event did not take place due to the confirmation of
the first case of Covid -19 in Kenya on 13 March, 2020 which led to a ban of Public
gatherings by His Excellency the President.

The Assembly went ahead to cancel the advertisement in adherence to the regulations
issued by the Government on prevention of the spread of Corona Virus. The cancellation

is attached as (Annex l1)

Mr. Speaker,

It is the considered opinion of the committee on Finance and Planning that Finance Bills
involves taxation which directly affects the day to day running of Government economies
and as such the document has to be submitted to the people of Kitui. The committee thus
came to consensus that the same can be conducted through advertising for the submission
of memoranda to the County Assembly or through the Members of County Assembly by
the stakeholders and the general public so as to ensure that the due procedure of the law

is fully adhered to.

Mr. Speaker.

In lieu of the above, this committee is not able to table a report before the house without
the mandatory input of the public and thus requests for more time from the chair to enable

it table a report.

) =

HON. JOHNSON M. KANANDU

CHAIRPERSON, COMMITTEE ON FINANCE AND PLANNING
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[ channels, W sincerely apologize far any inconvanlance ca ugedl,
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